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Components of film originally examined: 


Eeature: 

Lolita 

Running time: 

50.18 

Trailers: 

Teuflische GelCiste 

Running time: 

1.39 


Mail Order Notice 


1.07 


Blank Screen 


0.10 



Total Running time: 

53.14 


Excision/Alteration: No. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Nil. 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 

• •••••••••••••••« 

• • 

Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The video recording entitled Lolita is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The video recording promotes and supports the exploitation of young persons by 
legitimising the sexual activity of teenagers within the context of a publication that is 
intended to be sexually arousing. 

The video recording contains sustained depictions of teenage male and female actors 
together with adult males involved in sexual activity in groups of between three and four 
actors. The actors are presented as being teenagers by means of the use of sets that 
resemble teenagers’ bedrooms and by their physical appearance and demeanour. 
Such perceptions are also reinforced by the use of a provocative title. 

The teenagers participate in a wide range of sexual activity. The presentation of 
teenage actors in this manner creates the impression that the teenagers are sexually 
sophisticated and are viable sexual partners for adults. The sexual activity is presented 
as a normative form of behaviour by the video recording. 

For the reasons outlined above, the Classification Office is of the opinion that the 
availability of the video recording Lolita is likely to be injurious to the public good 
because it promotes and supports the exploitation of young persons for sexual 
purposes. 

The Classification Office has expressly taken into consideration the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990, and specifically si4 of that Act. However, as it is not possible to attain 
a meaning of s3(2) criteria that is consistent with the freedom of expression, the Films, 
Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 must take precedent as s3(2) is a 
deeming provision. 
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